
 
559 Woodbury Road 
RD21 Geraldine 
Phone 03 692-2817 
E-mail:  office@woodbury.school.nz  
www.woodbury.school.nz  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Principal’s Desk 
 
Upcoming dates 
 
Week 2:   Friday 23 October – Pet Day 
 
Week 3:   Monday 26 October – Labour Weekend Holiday 
   Tuesday 27 October – Top Teams Year 3-6 (9.30 – 11.00, Woodbury Domain) 
   Wednesday 28 October – Photos 
   Thursday 29 October – Farm Trips 
 
Week 5:  Wednesday 11th November – Year 5-6 Rippa Tournament (Timaru) 
   Friday 13th November – Teacher Only Day 
 
Kia ora koutou e te whanau, 
 
Well done to all our children, once again a fantastic start back to a term. I am always so impressed with how 
our children slip straight back into learning, both in the classroom and the playground. It is great to see such a 
high percentage of students remembering to bring their hats each day also. 
 
An awesome effort by a large number of our students at the South Canterbury Cross Country yesterday. 
This was made all the more difficult this year with postponements due to Covid, and very short notice of this 
event occurring. This meant that children were not able to train as they usually would. Despite this all our 
children competed to their best, with several outstanding performances. 
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Next Wednesday we will be having School Photos. Please make sure that your child is wearing their 
Woodbury School blue shirt and navy blue shorts / pants. Again this year parents are welcome to bring along 
younger siblings for family shots. If you are wanting to do this, please email the office to add your name to the 
list, and ensure you are at school at 9am for the sibling photo. 
 
Parents will have received information regarding Pet Day on Friday (please contact the office if you have any 
questions). The weather is looking fine at this stage, we should be in for a great day. On Thursday afternoon 
we are hammering some pegs in for the animals to be tethered to on the day. It would be greatly appreciated if 
some parents could come along to the domain from 3.15 – 3.45 on Thursday with a mallet or sledgehammer to 
help with this! This doesn’t take long at all with 6 or 7 helpers. 
 
Finally, it is a pleasure to announce to the Woodbury School community that Miss Becky Talbot and her 
partner Jason are expecting their first child next year. This is very exciting news, particularly after having 
to put off their wedding scheduled in November due to Coronavirus. We wish Becky and Jason all the best for 
this new chapter in their life. 
 

 
Nga mihi 
 
Mike de Joux 
Tumuaki / Principal 
 

   
 

Thank you to the Woodbury School Support Group and Parents for your assistance in putting  

the new sand pit together!  It is much appreciated! 

 



After School Care 

 
The Woodbury School Board of Trustees on Monday night discussed a proposal for After School Care based 
on our premises, and are willing to go ahead with a trial for this during Weeks 5 – 9 this term (from Monday 9th 
November through to Friday 11th December). Our previous survey indicated this was definitely a need for a 
number of parents, and the Board are keen to support families where possible in this area. 
 
We are confident that we have rigorous health and safety practices in place, and the ability to establish 
effective communication systems to ensure things run smoothly. We are also lucky to have trusted and highly 
capable staff to care for the children (our Teacher Aides!).  
 
The operating of this programme is entirely dependent on student numbers. If we do not get enough numbers 
to cover the cost of supervision, we will unfortunately not be able to offer the programme. Following the trial 
period this term, we will review on a term-by-term basis whether the service continues.  
 
If you are interested in After School Care, even on a casual basis, please click on this link to fill out the 
form. All families will be contacted by the school after filling in the form, to go through protocols and 
expectations.  
 
 

Upcoming Dates 

 
Last week we included in the newsletter the events coming up this term. The following were accidentally 
omitted from the list or have been added in the days since (follow this link also for a whole term calendar that 
may be of use). 
 
Week 6: 
Friday 20th November, Athletics Day. This event happens at the Geraldine Domain, from around 9.00 and 
finishes around 2.00. This is combined with Carew-Peel Forest, who this year will be organising the event. 
 
Week 8: 
On Friday 4th December is the annual Geraldine Christmas Parade. All children are welcome to join our float, 
this year we are planning a beach theme (or Woodbury shirt and santa hat). 
 
Week 9: 
On Wednesday 9th December, the junior school from Year 1-3 will be having a fun day out, going to Timaru for 
a swim at CBAY and play at the bay (funded by the sausage sizzle money). We will need parent help with 
supervision and transport, which will be organised closer to the time. 
 
 

Class Structure in 2021 

 
We are continuing to work through exactly how classes will be structured in 2021, while at the same time 
remaining focused putting everything into the last weeks still remaining this year. We plan on physically 
moving classrooms in the last week or so this term, for teachers and students to get a feel for the space they 
will be in next year (and also to see if we need any additional class furniture). By this time, we will be able to 
tell parents exactly the class they will be in, and parents will be welcome to come into the class to familiarise 
themselves with the space. What we can confirm at the moment for interested parents is: 
 
Year 0-1 – Mrs Maureen Bromwich  
This class will start with around 12 students (all children who started after 20 June this year). Next year we 
have an unusually high number of our enrolments coming in after September. Because of this, Mrs 
Bromwich’s class will gradually climb to the mid-teens by the middle of the year. At this point, all these 
students who started 2021 in this class will move into the Year 1-2 class with Ms Baynes. This allows space 
for incoming students. Mrs Bromwich will continue as Assistant Principal (AP), responsible for the junior area 
of the school. 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfiil-N9wyUhxCHCHJV5B-04YPFZUH17XEDtGB_Nxmw7esM2A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LR7JkhujM-NHxOyQmwZe0mhCQuaP3gPV/view?usp=sharing


Year 1-2 – Ms Jud Baynes (around 15 students) and Year 2-3 – Mrs Patrick (around 18 students) 
While these teachers will be sharing the larger teaching space that is currently Tarahaoa, these classes will 
effectively be two separate classes. They will come together regularly throughout the day when children can 
be ability grouped or work on shared activities. There will also be 2 teacher aides within this space to support 
student learning. 
 
Year 4 – Miss Becky Talbot 
Miss Talbot will begin in this classroom until she takes maternity leave, at which point another teacher will take 
over for the remainder of the year. We hope to have established who this person will be by the end of the year. 
 
Year 5 & 6 – Miss Sarah Greenslade 
Miss Greenslade will be in charge of the Year 5-6 classroom, and also lead this area of the school as our 
second AP. Year 4-6 will still operate together in a number of areas, using the Awa as a shared space and 
also the external decking which is soon to be constructed on the southern side of our classroom block. 
 
 
 

Scholastic Book Fair 

 
A reminder that our Scholastic Book Fair is coming up the week of 23rd November.  A great way to start getting 
those Christmas presents early!  All are welcome.  More details to follow closer to the time. 
 

 
 


