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Upcoming Reminders 
 

• Week 10  Monday 15 – Wednesday 17 June  Interview Week 

• Week 11  Friday 26 June    Cross Country 

• Week 12  Thursday 2 July    Matariki Performance 

• Week 12  Friday 3 July     Last Day of Term 2 
 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 
 
Kia ora koutou whanau, 
 
Another newsletter this week as we continue to catch up on things following lockdown. With the announcement of 
the move to Level 1, we have less restrictions on how we operate at school and parents are welcome now to enter 
school at any time. We will be continuing with our hygiene practices and encouraging children to not get too close 
(i.e in their “breathing space”). See later in the newsletter the current Ministry requirements at Level 1. We have had 
a couple of parents mention their children’s hands are getting dry and sore, which we suspect is from the hand 
sanitiser. Please contact the office if your child needs an alternative sanitiser. The lifting of restrictions has an impact 
on a couple of school events below. 
 
We have made some forced changes to our Matariki Celebration for this year, which will happen on Thursday 2nd 
July. Although most Covid19 restrictions are lifted, we are aware some parents may not be totally comfortable in a 
confined setting with large numbers. Also, the sharing of kai to break tapu following the performance is an important 
element of the celebration, and again some may not feel comfortable with this. Added to this we have had much less 
time to prepare and have the children totally confident in front of a large audience. This year the children will still 
practice some items and perform, but this will happen during the school day and will be filmed. This will be shared 
with parents following the celebration. We ask that parents put a little “treat” in their child’s lunchbox for this day, as 
we will eat together following the performance (note this will not be shared, children will eat their own lunch).  
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Matariki 2019 

 
Our cross-country will be run on Friday 26th June. This will be run up at Waihi Gorge, the same as last year. Carew 
Peel Forest will not be taking part, so with reduced numbers we will be running the boys and girls races in each age 
group together. This will also mean that we are at the gorge for a shorter period of time, as we are aware being a 
month later than usual the weather will be a bit cooler. On this day parents will be asked to collect their child from 
school at 12.30 (children would have already eaten lunch). We will start at 1.15, and expect a 2.30 finish. Again, we 
will send more reminders closer to the date. 
 

   
2019 Cross Country 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As a staff we are aware that some children are not as enthusiastic as others around cross country, just as some are 
not as confident on stage performing and some do not find maths or writing easy. For most students the 10 minutes 
or so they run will be a challenge, but is over pretty quick! Participating in these events and activities and trying your 
best in order to develop life-long skills fits in with our key value of Perseverance at Woodbury School. Throughout 
your child’s life they will regularly encounter things that seem difficult or even insurmountable. Understanding that 
“when I practice I get better” and the satisfaction of completing something that can be a struggle are invaluable life-
lessons. Reinforce to your children at home it is not necessarily about being the best, but improving on what you 
could do previously – this is what is taught at school. I do know that our families are already well-aware of this, as 
hearing the huge cheers for children regardless of how they perform is always a noticeable feature of our triathlon 
and cross country events. 
 

 
 
We are looking forward to having parents in for interviews next week. Other than pick-ups and drop-offs we have 
not had parents on-site for a considerable amount of time, and it will be great for staff to reconnect with families 
again. We will have hand sanitiser for parents on arrival into classrooms as per health precautions. Your child is 
welcome to come along and be part of the interview as well. If you have not already, please follow the links below to 
set an interview time. 
 

▪ Click here for Junior Teacher Parent Meetings  
 

▪ Click here for Tarahaoa Teacher Parent Meetings 
 
These are not “compulsory” interviews, but are a chance for teachers to share with you the progress your child is 
making in class and socially. It is a great opportunity for you to ask any questions you may have. Teachers are more 
than happy also to set an additional time to meet as required, if further time is needed for discussion or to set a plan 
for learning. I would like to thank teachers as well for being available later hours to accommodate our working 
parents. I will be in the office during this time and welcome parents to come over if they have anything else they 
would like to discuss.  
 
This Wednesday, 7.00 at school the Woodbury School Support Group (WSSG) are having their regular meeting 
followed by their AGM. Note that we will keep track of attendees, provide hand sanitiser and distance our chairs! 
 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1C1GtMsUZvBDKwLjlgN6KfUMF1Zd5Rw7VpwcFt0iIycM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1C1GtMsUZvBDKwLjlgN6KfUMF1Zd5Rw7VpwcFt0iIycM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1MxsVYqdNdB224e3WT1toXFdYhIX77T6dVNofCqB8c-Y


The group is always welcoming to new members. It is a great way to meet other parents, learn more about what is 
going on in the school and to become involved (don't worry, coming along doesn't mean you will be given a job!!!). 
We particularly encourage parents new to the school and our town parents to come along.  As a school we really 
value the fundraising and invaluable support the WSSG give, and it is a great opportunity to touch base with parents 
and get feedback on how things are going in the school community. 
 
The children of Kereru are lucky to have an extra class member over the next few weeks. Miss Bronwyn Jones is 
doing a teacher placement with Mrs Patrick, in training to be a teacher in 2021. Miss Jones will be in Kereru for the 
next few weeks to get used to the environment and the children, and will be back later in the year to do some 
teaching.  

 
 

“Hi, my name is Bronwyn Jones and I'm a student teacher from the University of Canterbury. I grew up in Geraldine, 
on Woodbury road! In my free time, I enjoy reading, cooking and long walks in the forest. I have recently come home 
to Geraldine after spending the last 15 years studying, working, and travelling around New Zealand and the world. 
The last 7 of those years were spent teaching English in Cambodia, which was an amazing experience, but I'm really 
enjoying being back and I'm looking forward to my time at Woodbury School!”  

 
We all know the importance of “reading mileage” in order to support a child’s reading development. This interesting 
fact was in a recent Ministry email: 
“Give your child every opportunity to read to you daily. Ten minutes of reading five times a week = 50 minutes of 
reading time a week. 
 
If you did this for a minimum of 35 weeks a year we have your child engaging in text for 29 hours extra every year! 
That 29 hours helps your child read better because they do more miles, are exposed to many words, and importantly 
are exposed to many ideas through the text. 
 
It is a win - win for all concerned!” 
 
Nga mihi 
 
Mike de Joux 
Tumuaki / Principal 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Ministry of Education:  Covid-19 Alert Level 1 

 
Latest information from the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Health for schools: 
The key changes for schools at Alert Level 1 are: 

• Physical distancing is not a requirement but where possible or practicable is encouraged when 
you are around people you don’t know. 

• There are no specific public health requirements. 
• There are no restrictions on personal movement so all students, children and staff continue to be 

safe to go to school / early learning, and all students must attend school. 
• You are no longer required to keep a contact tracing register but will continue with the usual practice 

of having a visitor and an attendance register (and will need to work with local health authorities to 
identify close contacts, should there be a case connected with the school). 

• There are no restrictions on numbers at gatherings or on physical activities including cultural and 
sporting activities, practices and events. 

There are key public health measures - Golden Rules - for everyone in New Zealand to follow. For schools 
and early learning services this means: 

• If people are sick, they should stay home (phone Healthline or their GP and get tested if they have 
cold or flu symptoms). 

• Continue to regularly wash and dry hands, sneeze and cough into elbows. 
• Soap, water and the ability to dry hands should be provided in bathrooms. 
• Regularly disinfect shared surfaces. 
• Stringent self-isolation of those who display relevant symptoms of COVID-19, test positive for 

COVID-19, have been in close contact with someone who tests positive for COVID-19, or have been 
overseas in the last 14 days – Ministry of Health information for self-isolation. 

   

At all levels, upon advice from the local medical officer of health, any educational facilities connected to a 
confirmed or probable case of COVID-19 must close on an individual or group basis for 72 hours to allow 
contact tracing, and then potentially for a further 14 days. 
 
 
 

Scholastic Book Club 

 
A reminder to get your orders in for the current Scholastic Book Club issue. 
Orders close this week Friday, 12th June. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=d2907ac4a2&e=87a845e535
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=eb583a1261&e=87a845e535


Cyber Bullying and Staying Safe online 

 
John Parsons is visiting Geraldine Primary School on Tuesday 16th June. We are sending our Year 5/6 children along, 
to learn some valuable lessons around keeping safe in the digital world. He is well worth a look if parents have the 
opportunity at the night session. This does clash with our interview nights for some families unfortunately. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


