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Upcoming Reminders 
 

• Friday 28 February   School Triathlon and Picnic 

• Friday 13 March   Flower Show 

• Thursday 9 April   School ANZAC Service & Last day of Term 1 
 
 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 
 
Kia ora koutou whanau, 
 
Welcome back everyone to another school year at Woodbury School. As I have walked around the 
classrooms and playground these first few days back it has been fantastic to see so many happy 
faces excited at starting back at school, seeing their friends and getting back into the routine of 
school. Well done to our younger students who have made Mrs Veaux and Mrs Nelson fee  l so 
welcome as they start their roles at Woodbury School.  
 
A huge thank you to our teachers for planning and running the Week 1 camps to start the school 
year, I am sure these will prove to be memorable experiences for all children involved. Thank you 
also to all the parents who came along to both school and Oamaru, these camps could not operate 
without your support. Both these camps have been a great way for children to catch up and learn 
more about each other while taking part in new and exciting experiences. It also gives parents the 
opportunity to get to know other parents and children within our wonderful school community. 
 
With all the effort and cost involved in upgrading our school pool, it has been really satisfying to 
see it being used so much outside of school hours. We have around 25 keys currently out with 
families. A huge thank you to our caretaker Mr Sinclair and also to Rachel Scott for regularly 
monitoring the pool to ensure it is safe to swim. We are also very fortunate to have trained 
swimming instructor Clare Connolly coming along to deliver lessons on Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons for 25 of our younger students. This is an invaluable life skill and having lessons at 
school hopefully makes this more convenient for our families. 
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Triathlon is happening at school on Friday 28th February (Week 4). Once again, we will hold this 
event from 4:00, to try and allow as many parents and family as possible to attend and see the 
children race. We encourage our families to bring along a picnic tea for after the races. 
 

   
 
The staff at Woodbury School are looking forward to another exciting and busy term to start 2020, 
and to catching up with families in the coming weeks. If you have any questions at all please do 
not hesitate to contact myself, the office or your child’s teacher. 
 
Nga mihi 
 
Mike de Joux 
Tumuaki / Principal 
 
 

School Calendar 2020 
Note that some dates are to be added, and some are subject to change. 

 



Class Name Change 

 
From this week, we are renaming the junior area of Woodbury School. We have been discussing 
this for a while as a staff, with the current structure causing some confusion in the junior school, 
particularly with having two teachers in the Year 1/2 class (Mrs Nelson and Mrs Veaux). 
 
The classroom that our Year 4 – 6 students are in with Miss Talbot and Miss Greenslade will 
continue to be called Tarahaoa, so no change there. This is in reference to Mt Peel (Tarahaoa) 
and the legend that surrounds the mountain’s creation. 
 
In renaming the junior 3 classrooms, we wanted to recognise that they operate collectively as a 
team while also acknowledging that they are individual classes. Having an individual name should 
also make it easier for parents to know which class they are in also! It is important to note this is 
simply a name change, and nothing else will be different in terms of how the school and your 
child’s class will operate. 
 
So, as a collective group, the 3 junior classrooms will all be known as Hua te kerekere (Little 
Mount Peel). We will use this name when we are referencing group activities, such as “Hua te 
kerekere Camp”, or “Hua te kerekere Discovery Time”, and this will refer to all 3 junior classrooms.  
 
As individuals, Mrs Bromwich’s new entrants’ class (previously Maunga Iti) will be named 
Pekapeka, after the short tailed bat found locally in Geraldine. Mrs Nelson / Mrs Veaux’s Year 1-2 
class (previously HTK-NV), will now be known as Piwakawaka, after the New Zealand native 
fantail. Mrs Patrick’s Year 3 class (previously HTK-P) will now be known as Kereru, named after 
the New Zealand wood pigeon. 
 
Children will spend time learning about these native New Zealand animals and we are sure they 
will quickly become familiar with their new class names. In addition, teachers and students will 
explore images and sounds associated with these unique animals and include these as part of 
their classroom. 
 
 

 
                                Pekapeka                                                      Piwakawaka                                                            Kereru 

 
 
 

Scholastic Book Club 
 

Reminder that Issue 1 orders are closing this week Friday, 14th February 2020. 
 

 



Swimming Lessons 
 

After school private swimming lessons have started with Clare Connolly on a Tuesday and 
Thursday and will run until the 5th March 2020. 
 
A note for parents who have children at these swimming lessons: 
We have had a couple of parents ask if their child could stay at school and play before their 
swimming lessons.  Please note that the usual pick up time still applies after school. Teachers will 
be in meetings or planning and preparing from 3:15, meaning any child still here will be 
unsupervised and need to be collected or accompanied. 
Parents are of course always welcome to wait with their children and use the playground, bike 
track, etc... prior to and after their swimming lessons. 
 

Clare Connolly has also requested that your child has an adult with them during the actual 
swimming lesson should your child need something. 

 

 

 

Stationery 
 

In the past the school would charge $15.00 to your child’s 
school account as a new pupil to the school which was put 
as a credit for any stationery that your child may have 
required as extra from the office.  This credit would usually 
last some time which assisted parents in not having to 
receive an account each time a book or pen was taken 
from the school office. 
 
In addition to the above each child’s school account was 
charged a set amount ($20.00 each for 2020) at the start of each school year to cover all the other 
equipment/stationery you child will need in class for the year such as pens, whiteboard markers, 
pencils, rulers, glue sticks etc. 
 
This year we will be changing it slightly.  Each child will still have the $20.00 charge to their school 
account to cover the equipment/stationery they need in class for the year (pens, pencils, glue 
sticks etc.).   
 
However, there will not be a $15.00 compulsory charge for all new children to Woodbury School 
towards stationery.  Parents will receive their child’s school accounts via email twice a term, 
charges will include additional stationery items that your child has taken from the office, if 
applicable.  Should you wish to pay extra into your child’s school account to what your account 
states, you are more than welcome to do so.  Please ensure all stationery payments are to be 
coded to 7200. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this, please email, ring or visit the office. 



Bike to School Day – Thursday, 13 February 

 

Thursday 13th of February is National Bike to School Day. Year 4-6 Woodbury Students (or 
younger if accompanied by their own parent or caregiver) are invited to join in on this. Miss Talbot 
will be leaving Geraldine from the Hobbs and Banks yard next to Raukapuka Dairy at 8am with any 
keen town bikers (or bikers who want the longer distance) who have a helmet, vest and functioning 
bike. 
Students will need to be comfortable biking the entire 8kms with their school bag on. 
We will be picking up another group with Miss Greenslade from Keen Road Corner at approx. 
8:15am if they prefer the shorter distance (Year 3 and under will still need a parent accompanying 
them). 
If your child would like to take part in this please send a message letting school know where they 
will be leaving from eg Geraldine or Keen Rd and also giving details on how they will be getting 
home eg leaving bike at school and bus or getting picked up or biking home. Adults are invited to 
join us for the ride if they would like. Students are welcome to leave bikes at school for triathlon 
practice if they would wish to. 

Jump on your bike and ride! 

***This is weather dependent. If cold or raining check Facebook at 7:30am to see if  

we are hitting the road*** 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Senior Camp 2020 

   
 

   
 

   
 

 



Junior Camp 2020 

      
 

      
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community Notices 

    

(Disclaimer: We in no way endorse or otherwise any notice placed in 
this section. It is purely an information section for public notices.)  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



  

  

 

Kia ora, 

The team at Mt Dobson hope you had enjoyable break. This is just a brief note to let you know that our 

special South Canterbury Schools Season Passes are on sale now and until the end of March. 

They are available for any student attending one of our 22 South Canterbury Schools at the discounted 

price of just $139 for the whole of Winter 2020. 

Here's the link to purchase: 

http://www.mtdobson.co.nz/product/local-schools-season-pass-2020/ 

It would be great if you could circulate this to your parents database and social media as we know they are 

very popular. 

Many thanks and we look forward to welcoming you again this winter. 

Warm Regards 

Mike Smith 

Business and Marketing Manager 
  

 

https://mtdobson.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54a9c2c4eb85d914c9f86eced&id=2ae1bcfe85&e=df5e317d3c
https://mtdobson.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54a9c2c4eb85d914c9f86eced&id=1460e5053d&e=df5e317d3c

