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From the Principal’s Desk 
 
Kia ora koutou e te whanau, 
 
Week 10 

• Working Bee (Sunday 20th September) 

• Last day of school for Term 3 (Friday 25th September) 
 
A very bizarre start to spring, with record warm temperatures followed by snow. A shame we didn’t get the 
snow last week before the ski trip, but I am sure children all had fun up on the slopes. It was great to see so 
many parents up there also enjoying their time and the chance to catch up. It was a real shame we had to 
cancel the skating as this has been such a memorable time for children the last couple of years. 
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A few photos of our Woodbury School children having fun on Snow Day – 1st September 2020 
 

   
 

      
 

            
 

     



 
Woodbury School grounds on 1st September 2020 

 

 
This photo was taken just a few days before the snow! 

 
It was pleasing to discuss the excellent progress our children are making during our recent Board of Trustees 
meeting. In looking at our data from mid-year teacher judgements, we currently have 84% of our children “at” 
or “above” curriculum expectations for Reading, 83% for Writing and 92% for Maths. All of these numbers are 
well-above what would be the national average. We put this down to a range of factors: 

• We have supportive families who value education and support what we do, and role model this to their 
children. 

• Our smaller classes allow more 1-1 and small group teacher time with children, particularly those who 
need more support. 

• Our smaller overall size allows us to identify by name each of those children who need support and put 
something in place (i.e. they are not just “another number”). 

• Our BOT and Woodbury School Support Group value (and fund) the work of our amazing Teacher 
Aides, who can work 1-1 or with small groups and also free up the teacher to work with children who 
need more support. 

• Our teachers are highly competent, and able to identify where children currently are, where they need 
to get them to and how to get them there. They work hard to keep children motivated and interested in 
learning. 

• Students are on-task and as a whole are very well-behaved. Teachers and Teacher Aides are not 
having class time taken away by having to deal with other issues, so can solely focus on student 
learning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



For those who may have missed it, please click this link to a story in the 
Geraldine News recently about our “School Dog” Luna. This article sums up 
really well what we are trying to achieve with Luna as part of Woodbury 
School. There is also an article this week about the WSSG and the fantastic 
support we receive from our parent community. 
 
Staff spent a productive day on Monday continuing a review into how we 
deliver literacy to support our learners. We will be having another Teacher 
Only Day next term to continue this process, yet to be confirmed but most 
likely Friday 13th November (Canterbury Anniversary Day). These Teacher 
Only Days are part of last year’s Teacher Collective Agreement, which gave 
teachers 2-3 days per year for planning. We will continue to plan for these on 
Mondays or Fridays to create longer weekends, to try and be less disruptive for 
families. 
 
We welcome back Miss Bronwyn Jones to Kereru from next week, for her final placement as a trainee 
teacher. Miss Jones made a great impression on the children in her time here previously, and we look forward 
to her teaching alongside us again. Miss Jones is very fortunate to have an outstanding teacher in Mrs Patrick 
to learn from. 
 
Pet Day is still going ahead as planned on Friday 23rd October. Even if Level 2 was in place we should have 
ample outdoor space at the domain for the day to happen. It could mean some modifications to fit in with 
Health and Safety requirements. More information will be sent home closer to the day from both the office and 
the classroom teacher around how the day will look and what children will need to do prior. 
 

 
Pet Show Day 

 
Next term we will be continuing the sausage sizzle on Fridays, as this is proving popular with both children 
and parents. All money raised will go towards specific class projects – this term money raised is going towards 
paying for food for the Tarahaoa children to cook meals for their parents in the Woodbury Hall.  
 

 
Sausage Sizzle 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wdHuLrGUMQt6BcXulCeIeBi2q61g18dX/view?usp=sharing


We have a Working Bee planned for Sunday 20th September. We have a few specific jobs planned for this 
day, such as re-fencing the end of the courts, planting and tidying up around the bike track and the 
construction of a new sand-pit for the children. We also have some general tree trimming and cleaning to do. 
We plan on getting this done between 10am-12pm, children are welcome to come along and play in the 
grounds (or help!) and we will have the BBQ here for lunch afterwards. If you can make it please record your 
name on the sheet on this link under a job you could help with, so that we know we have enough people to get 
the jobs completed and also an idea of numbers for food. 
 

 
 

Every couple of years schools are required to carry out a Health & PE consultation via a community survey, to 
get feedback around our programmes. If you have a couple of minutes we would appreciate some feedback, 
via this link. 
 
We still have one space available for a new entrant in 2021 – feel free to share this information with any 
parents outside our school zone, who may be interested in joining our school community. 
 

 
 
Nga mihi 
 
Mike de Joux 
Tumuaki / Principal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fB_9rscQVMELVB82s5q9cLCHMsS0ub6k9tAGRgvQEr8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WUANBtElfltXtNGFJkzh56FZoNHAkjF9lRfnOf-XySk/edit?usp=sharing


Community Notices 

    
(Disclaimer: We in no way endorse or otherwise any notice placed in this 
section. It is purely an information section for public notices.)  
   
 

• SOUTH CANTERBURY GYMSPORTS, Century Movement Centre, 8 Craigie Ave, Timaru 
We offer a variety of recreational and competitive gymnastics-based classes to help children develop 
strength, flexibility, and basic body management.  
For enrolments or information on our programmes contact Mandy on (03) 6989 6807 
scgymsports@outlook.com or visit our website www.scgymsports.co.nz  

 

• SEIDO KARATE CLASSES:  The beginners classes for Seido karate at the GERALDINE BOWLING 
CLUB rooms on Wright Street, Geraldine at 5-00 pm until 6-00 pm. We welcome all members of the 
community to come and try a martial art that develops fitness, confidence, coordination and skills in a 
friendly, supportive and warm environment.  
Contact Lizzy on 02041764403. 
For all those karate students that need a refresher after being away, the white belt classes are also 
back from 6-7pm Thurs (higher grade belts always welcome). 
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